The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

the crowd the more powerful the attraction it exercises.
The mere expectation that any announced meeting will
be large tends to make it so. The knowledge that a
movement is growing tends to increase its growth. Why
do newspapers announce the extent of their circulation?
It is because their audience is a crowd and attracts others
to itself the more powerfully the larger it is said to be.
Enthusiasm has a tendency to spread and a crowd is the
agency, a larger.crowd the result, of such spreading. A
large school, a large university, is more attractive to most
students than a small one. The smaller body may even
provide a better education, but the larger invests its
members with a greater corporate pride. Attractiveness
is, in fact, an element of vitality possessed by all crowds.
I cut from an American newspaper (the "Tribune,"
I believe) an excellent story about the behaviour on a
certain occasion of the boys in a school chapel. It illus-
trates the ease with which a crowd of lads accustomed
to a common life can be moved to act as a unit by even
a slight common impulse. The preacher, on the occasion
in question, "was not of the sturdy sort that college men
"take to at the first glance, and he had a lisp in his voice
"that the audience tried politely to forget. Although
"he did not have a particularly strong sermon, it would
"have 'passed by,' in campus language, if he had not
"chosen some particularly childish stories with which to
"illustrate his text. During the rendition of these the
"undergraduates grew more and more restless, until the
"climax came. He finished his sermon with the point
"that 'weak human beings have to be assisted to climb
"'the "ladder of life,"' a point that would not have had
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